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While I typically feel great pride in the many achievements that our community earns, 
this past week provided me a measure of success that overwhelmed my heart with great 
joy. Last Monday, a group of three educators representing the Middle States Association 
of Schools, spent four days at SFdS. As a Visiting Team, their stay served as an external 
and objective validation of the quality of our school program and the achievement of our 
students. Although their visit may have been less than a week, the self-study process 
that we just completed was a year and a half in the making.   
 
During this past week, the Visiting Team appraised our school community and our 
effectiveness relating to the twelve standards contained within the Middle States 
Excellence By Design program. Their review evaluated the 160+ page self-study 
document that we had prepared and assessed our effectiveness in the twelve standards 
that serve as qualitative statements that reflect research based best practices for schools. 
These standards include an appraisal of the following areas: Mission; Governance and 
Leadership; School Improvement Planning; Finances; Facilities; School Organization 
and Staff; Health and Safety; Educational Program; Assessment and Evidence of 
Student Learning; Student Services; Student Life and Student Activities.  
 
What began as a comprehensive internal review of all facets of our school, evolved into a 
contributing examination that involved all stakeholders of our community and 
concluded with the Visiting Team’s external review of the strength of our school. And 
while the official decision from the Middle States Commission on Schools will be 
rendered later this spring, last week the Visiting Team determined that we had 
successfully met the twelve standards required and will recommend the reaccreditation 
of St. Francis de Sales Catholic School.  
 
As one might imagine, the process for reaccreditation from the Middle States 
Association of Schools requires the thoughtful leadership and generous support from 
many. I would like to first offer a most grateful note of appreciation to our two amazing 
Internal Coordinators, Debbie Traum and Christan McIntyre for their tireless leadership 
throughout the process. I would like to also thank Tony Triglia for his delicious and 
creative planning for the “Welcome Dinner”. I would like to also thank Tom Taylor for 
his professional expertise in creating a professional video montage that captured the 
unique spirit that exists at SFdS. As well, I would like to extend my appreciation to our 
Steering Committee of Amy Gutierrez, Eric Johnston, Dick Morris, Dave Phillips and Fr. 
Chis LaBarge. I would like to also offer my gratitude to our H.S.A. and especially Jenni 
Perunko, Tara Pieroni, Manda Ruark and Charlie Moore for all of the support. And of 
course, for our entire school and parish staff; our students, the parents, the School 
Board and Jeannie Mowbray and her incredible custodial staff for all they offered in 
preparation and support of this process. Thank you all! We are truly blessed!! 
 

PENGUIN PRIDE Lives Here! 
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